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Milles Parochial Returns 1752

The Milles Parochial Returns were a series of
questionnaires sent out by Dean Milles to all the
parishes in the county in 1755. The responses came
from about 250 parishes, usually from the parson, but
sometimes from the schoolmaster or another informed
parishioner. The questions covered a wide field,
including inquiries about the church. These returns
provide a valuable snapshot of the state of the
parishes at that time. For example, one respondent
mentioned a ruined chapel at Westcott. These records
are a significant resource for historical and
genealogical research.

(Information and portrait from CHAT GPT)

Dean Jeremiah Milles (1714-1784), was Precentor and then Dean of
Excter Cathedral (1762-84). Milles spent many years collecting
‘material towards a history of Devon that was never published. His
papers are now in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, but microfilm
copies of the most important classes are available in the Devon
Heritage Centre.

There are two classes of material: the returns 0 @ questionnaire sent
out by Milles o al the parishes in the county, o which about 250
parishes replied, invariably i the person of the parson, sometimes by
the schoolmaster or other informed parishioner. The questions coer a
very wide field, but ask about the church, dedications, chapels,
ancient buildings, ruins, etc. The second class is of Milles' own notes
arranged by parish, and these (0o can contain useful material,
sometimes sketches, plans, and notes sent in by others

(Extract from entry in Wikipedia)

Edward Rayner, Rector 1739-1775 completed the questionnaire CTORS OF HEMYOCH

for Hemyock e

Board to right of entrance door in South Aisle of
St Mary’s Church, Hemyock, listing Rectors of

Hemyock Chureh from 1267 to the present. P ke )
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9 What Mansion - houses belonging o them 2 The Mansion House of the Manor of Hemyock
was formerly the Castle: Culmbridge and Madford Manors never, as far a I can fearn, had any
belonging o them which makes i il more probable that they were originally Parts of the Manor of
Hemyock. The Mansion House of Culm Davy i now nothing more than a good Farmhouse.

10 Particular Customs, Tenures and- Privileges of them ? 1 have heard that not many years since
small Debs arising in the Man. were brought before the Stevard. of the Lord.’. Court. But that
Custom is now disused.

11 Inwhat Manor or Part of the Parish is the Church Situated ?  In the Manor of Hemyock,
and very near the Middle of the Parish.

12 Atwhat distance from Excter and the next Market Town ? It is situated 20 miles from
Exeter. Iis nearest Market Town is Wellington in Somersetshire from whence i is distant four miles
and a half and abous ight from Honiton

13 . To what Saint dedicated? St. Peter E. The form & size of it ? -

14 With what materials built and covered ? It is built with flint stones and covered with lead.

15. And. about what Time supposed to have been erected? -

16 What Monuments or Inseriptions in it earlier than 16007~

17 Or of memorable Persons since that time ? -

18 . What Coats of Arms, carved or painted in the windows or elsewhere ?  The Arms of Dinham
are painted. on the wall of the South isle.

Dynham Coat of Arms - N.B. they are no
longer painted on the wall of the South Aisle,

19 Tower, its Height, Shape and. Situation with respect to the Church 2 The Tower is low and.
has a litle steeple on it I is placed. at the West End of the Church.

There i no longer a steeple on the "
Church Tower and a clock.flag pole.
and weather cock have been added

20 The number of Bells in it ? Five The name of the present patron ? Popham




